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"Chinese" variety of brakcphs. lie iniglit even have gone further, and
suggested that centuries hence, when the people of Eurasia were all
finally mixed together, they might form an Old World race not very
different from what we see today in the central parts of the U.S.S.R.
It is inconceivable that he would have made one of the major boundaries
of the human family run north-south through Bokhara; yet that is
practically what is suggested by almost all anthropological classifications,
except those put forth by Dixon in 1923 and myself in 1919.
RACKS AND BLOOD GKOTTPS
We shall do well to consider a new method of approach to the
racial problem. Around 1900 Lanclsteiner investigated the differences
in the bloods of normal individuals, and discovered the main groups.
There arc four types, which are identified somewhat as follows. If the
red corpuscles of an individual arc mixed with the scrum of folk of
the same "blood group/' the suspension remains unaffected. If, how-
ever, the serum belongs to another "blood group/' the red cells will
come together in clumps. This is called agglutination. It depends on
reactions between two substances, one in the cells and the other in the
serum. These substances arc probably complex proteins.
The four blood groups are known as A, B, AB, and O. The scrum
of A agglutinates the corpuscles of B, and vice versa. In the third group
the cell suspension may be agglutinated by both sera, in which case the
blood group being tested is AB. Lastly the corpuscles may be affected
by neither serum A nor scrum B, in which case they belong to group O.
In 1930 the writer published a map* showing that the blood groups
of the Nordic and Mediterranean folk were somewhat alike, and dif-
fered very materially from those of folk occupying the central portion of
the Old World, i.e., the Alpines. The problem has been studied by a
number of human biologists in the last decade. In the recent book by
F. Schiff and W. C. Boyd entitled Blood Grouping Tcchnic* two maps
are given showing the distribution of the A and B groups for the whole
world.
The map representing the distribution of the B blood group is
satisfactory from the point of view of the drawing of the isopleths; but
the map for the A group seems to the writer to be unnecessarily com-
8"Racial Migration Zones (Human Biology, vol. n, no. 1, 1950, p. 54 )<
'New York, 1942.